
 

Sustainability



Sustainability?

We solve all your doubts here 

Nowadays sustainability has become a fashionable issue and what’s ecological 
turns out to be trendy. It’s logic, because if we don’t change the way we are doing 
things now, life in our beloved planet will be unsustainable. 

In Arpe, we love our planet and we understand that business must be done respec-
ting and taking care of the environment, designing and producing our products 
under ecological criteria, minimizing our environmental impact. This is the only way 
to ensure a future for our children. 

When we think about sustainability, we must have very clear the concept mentioned 
by Gro Harlem Brundtland, President of the United Nations World Commission 
on Environment and Development. She defined sustainability as a progress 
which satisfies the needs we have in the present without endangering the 
capability of our future generations to take care of their needs.  

Developing more sustainable products is part of our strategic plan “Ready for the 
coming future” 2017-2020, which is aimed at including the Eco-Design and 
Circular Economy in all our company. Here you will find our actions related to the 
environmental impact and our products.
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We have added in our fabrics a % 
of recycled fabric from PET bottles
We present a new microfiber fabric made from thread which comes from PET bottles 
and recycled polyester fibers. This new fabric is an evolution of the one which has 
been used so far, and has the same structure but its composition is with recycled 
fabric, 100% Polyester, Oeko-Tex certified. 
With this new material, better color fastness and brighter colors are reached
All products made of Suede Fabric in digital printing such as Towels, Cushions, 
Travel pillows, Cosmetic pouches will be made of this new fabric. 

We have added in our fabrics a % of re-
cycled fabric from PET bottles. 
Presentamos un nuevo tejido de microfibras hecho a partir de hilo proveniente de 
botellas PET y fibras de poliéster reciclado. Este nuevo tejido es una evolución del 
que se ha usado hasta la fecha y mantiene la misma estructura. Su composición 
pasará a ser con material reciclado 100% poliéster, e igualmente certificado por 
Oeko-tex. Con este nuevo material se logran colores más vivos y un mejor grado 
de solidez. Todos los productos fabricados en tejido suede en estampación digital 
como las toallas, cojines decorativos, cojín cervical de viaje, neceser suede con 
impresión digital incorporarán este nuevo material. 

Microfiber
100% Polyester

Recycled
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Cofinanciado por el Programa 
"Horizonte 2020" de la Unión Europea       
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Certified
This new recycled material keeps the Oeko-Tex certification, this guarantees that 
is free from harmful substances to the environment and human health. 
Moreover, our production is done according to international rules ISO 14001 and 
ISO 9001.

This new fabric belongs to a larger project to incorporate the circular economy and 
eco-design in Arpe. This project counts with the European Comission help 
(EIC-SME, SME Instrument) and help from the Residues agency from Catalonia 
to promote the circular economy. 

Certified
Este nuevo tejido reciclado mantiene el certificado Oeko-tex lo cual nos garantiza 
que está libre de sustancias nocivas para las personas y el medio ambiente. 
Además recordamos que nuestra producción se hace siguiendo criterios ambienta-
les y de calidad certificados según las normas internacionales ISO14001 e 
ISO9001. 

Este nuevo tejido forma parte de un proyecto más amplio para incorporar la econo-
mía circular y el eco-diseño en Arpe, el cual cuenta con la ayuda de la Comisión 
Europea (EIC-SME Instrument o Instrumento PYME de la Comisión Europea) y con 
las ayudas para el fomento de la economía circular de la Agencia de Residuos de 
Cataluña.
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Is this thread 100% recycled?
According to international standards as, for example, the European Eco-Label or 
the Global Recycled Standard, a product can be considered recycled and can get 
the recycled label, if it contains as minimum a 20% of recycled fibers. 

Most of the commercialized textile products don’t have a 100% recycled threads 
composition. In fact, they include a percentage of virgin material so they don’t lose 
properties and can offer good levels of resistance and strength, to guarantee a 
quality product. 

Our products are made with a 30% of recycled fabrics which come from post-con-
sume PET bottles. Following the established criteria, we can state that our 
product is recycled and ecological.
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Do the products lose quality?
 
In the past, recycled fibers were directly associated to low-quality product’s produc-
tion, but nowadays, this has evolved. To get the best quality we make sure that the 
raw materials we use to manufacture our products are excellent. 

The plastic we use to produce our new fabric comes principally from the ocean. 
This plastic is submitted to selection, recycling and transformation processes. 
Waste management companies are responsible for removing the waste in the
Plants, separating the waste by type and sending each one to the corresponding 
plant. In this way, we get the best quality of the material we receive.
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Is this a sustainable product? 
Our main target in Arpe Barcelona is to guarantee that all our products are sustai-
nable in all phases. That is why our strategic plan “Ready for the coming future” 
has as an objective to incorporate eco-design and circular economy in all our 
company. In conclusion, our products are thought to be manufactured respecting 
the environment and we focus our efforts to cause the minimum environmental 
impact.
Furthermore our products are Oeko-Tex certified, this guarantees that they are free 
from harmful substances to the environment and human health. We would like to 
underscore that production is made according to the international ruling ISO14001 
and ISO9001. We can state that, our products are sustainable and are careful with 
the planet. 

¿Es un producto sostenible? 
En Arpe tenemos como objetivo garantizar que todos nuestros productos son 
sostenibles en cualquiera de sus fases. Para ello, contamos con nuestro plan 
estratégico “Ready for the coming future”, que tiene como objetivo incorporar el 
eco-diseño y la economía circular en toda la empresa. En definitiva, nuestros 
productos están creados pensando en que sean respetuosos con el medio ambien-
te y nos esforzamos en causar el mínimo impacto ambiental a nuestro entorno. 

Además, nuestros productos están certificados por Oeko-Tex, lo cual nos garantiza 
que están libres de sustancias nocivas para las personas y el medio ambiente. La 
producción, se hace respectando las normas internacionales ISO14001 e ISO9001 
para hacer más sostenible nuestra empresa. Por lo que podemos afirmar que 
nuestros productos son sostenibles y ayudan a cuidar nuestro planeta. 
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Which advantages has for 
the environment? 
The main environmental advantages are: savings in fossil resources, water and a 
lower environmental impact. Products are reused when recycling, so there is no 
need to extract again the raw materials from the nature, this way we enlarge lifetime 
from this material which has been already extracted. 

In addition to diminish pollution, reduce no-renewable resources consumption as 
petroleum, reduce energy consumption and the amount of residues which end in the 
seas. 

Every year tens of plastic tones end in the oceans, they destroy the sea habitat and 
our planet’s health. Something as simple as recycling can avoid this happens and all 
this plastic residues we create can have a second life instead of ending in our coasts 
floating. 

¿Qué ventajas tiene para el medio
ambiente? 
Las principales ventajas ambientales son el ahorro de recursos fósiles, así como 
agua y un menor impacto ambiental. Al reciclar, los productos se reutilizan, por lo 
que no se necesita volver a sacar la materia prima de la naturaleza sino que pode-
mos alargar la vida útil de esa que ya se ha extraído.
 
Además de disminuir la contaminación, nos permite reducir el consumo de recursos 
no renovables como el petróleo, el consumo de energía y la cantidad de desechos 
que van a parar al mar.

Cada año decenas de toneladas de plásticos acaban en los océanos, destruyendo 
el hábitat marino y la salud de nuestro planeta. Algo tan simple como reciclar puede 
evitar que esto suceda y que todos esos residuos plásticos que creamos puedan 
tener una segunda vida y no terminen flotando en nuestras costas. 
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Where does this thread come from? 
Post-consume thread comes from used or removed PET-bottles from the ocean. 
This plastic is submitted to selection, recycling and transformation processes until 
raw material, fibers and polyester thread of high quality for our products is obtained. 
We are knitters, production is made 100% in our own facilities in Barcelona.  

Which products are going to be made 
with this recycled material? Why?  
 
All our products made in Suede Fabric in digital printing such as: Towels, cushions, 
travel pillows or cosmetic bags, will be manufactured with this new material. 
As far as the rest of products is concerned, cleaning cloths, Slif products and so on, 
they are made of another kind of microfiber fabric. 
Different tests with this new recycled thread have been carried out in order to test 
their quality. 

According to this tests, we have reached the conclusion that cleaning cloths with 
recycled material don’t clean properly. So for the time being, we are going to offer 
this recycled material only for the former products said above. 
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Many people think that the only way of recycling carton is throwing it to the blue 
trash can, but there is another way, and is by giving them a second life. 

In Arpe, we are different and original. We think that many things can be made with 
carton boxes.
Here you will find some ideas about original and easy handicrafts for children:
 
https://www.goodtoknow.co.uk/family/things-to-do/cardboard-box-crafts-for-kids-284061 

Our paper belt and cards 
Our paper belts and visit cards are made with Remake paper, this paper has been 
manufactured from waste which has been generated from the production process of 
leather, and it is a good example of recycling. 

Remake is a unique paper made of leather, is 100% recyclable, compostable and it 
adapts perfectly to printing and luxury packaging. 

Remake contains 40% of post-consume residues. Leather subproducts come from 
Italian traceable origin. It’s produced using EKOenergy, the renewable energy. 
Besides, it has won the European Paper Recycling Awards 2017.

Reduce
Reuse
Recycle

And use 
your
imagination!

This packaging has been Ecodesigned to
reduce the environmental impact.

Our cardboard boxes 
Our boxes are eco-designed so they can be easily recycled and the use of 
adhesive packing tape is reduced. Our adhesive packing tape isn’t made of 
plastic, is made of paper so it can be easily recycled along with the box. 

Our most sustainable packaging
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Extracting, producing, consuming & discarding

In Arpe, we think that there is
another way to make business and succeed 

We are developing a circular economy 
project 
For centuries, especially since the industrial revolution, we humans, have arranged 
a system based on extracting, consuming and discarding. An inefficient model which 
wastes new opportunities to capture value and generate business. In Arpe, we 
innovate from the circular economy, which is based on a new way of conceiving the 
economy, it goes from a linear model based on exploitation, consumption and waste 
to another regenerative and restorative model based on cycles.

We are developing eco-designed cloths for professional cleaning. A circular
economy product which comes out from re-manufactured out-of-use towels. With a 
return system
or take-back to recover textile waste from towels sold to collectivities (gyms) and
transformation of these into eco-designed microfiber cloths approved for professio-
nal cleaning.
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Use of electric energy 100% renewable
Since 2016, we have been using electric energy 100% renewable from Som 
Energia. This non-profitable cooperative is pioneer in the creation of energy 100% 
renewable by its energy model that produces electricity only with renewable sources 
(sun, wind, biomass, etc).
This action reinforces our CSR policy, focused on reducing the company’s impact on 
the environment.

Reduction of water consumption 
in our company
Water is a limited and basic resource for life. As a consequence of population 
increase, it is estimated that world’s demand for water will increase up to 30% in 
2050, causing a shortage of fresh water. In Arpe we make trainings to promote 
water savings among our employees. Our maintenance plan includes periodic 
reviews of our plumbing installations and we measure the consumption to avoid 
possible leaks. 
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No one can do everything 
but everyone can do something
 
Thanks for your help!
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